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SOUTH DAKOTA

February is when 
your congrega-
tion’s statistical 

report is due at the 
LCMS International 
Center in St. Louis. 
The Synod wants 
to know about your 
worship attendance 
and offerings in 2018, how many people 
were baptized and confirmed, and a few 
other things. 

Numbers are important in the Church. 
We keep track of numbers for a variety 
of reasons. It helps us to notice trends. 
It helps us measure, to a degree at least, 
our stewardship. It helps to determine 
assessments, usually done on a per 
communicant-member basis, in order 
to fund the conventions of our church 
body.

You who are part of a dual parish know 
that your congregation’s percentage of 
your pastor’s support is based on your 
number of communicant members. 
If your congregation has 150 com-
municant members and your partner 
congregation has 50, you are probably 
paying three-fourths of your pastor’s 
salary and the other congregation is 
paying one-fourth.

The statistical report your congregation 
sends in this month may not be encour-

See MESSAGE, page 3

aging. Perhaps your church is smaller 
than it used to be. You may not have 
had a baptism in 2018, and you may 
have had five funerals.

The latest statistics we have for the 
South Dakota District as a whole are 
those from the end of 2017. There are 
some bright spots, but overall, they 
reflect a decline in membership:

At the end of 2017, we had:
▶  28,720 baptized members in the 107 

distict congregations, a decline of 
3.62 percent (from 29,761 in 2016).

▶  362 children were baptized in our 
congregations, an increase of 57 over 
2016. 

▶  248 young people were confirmed, 
an increase of 52. 

▶  100 adults were confirmed, a de-
crease of seven. 

More people transferred out or were 
released from membership than joined 
our churches.

It’s easy to look at the decline of church 
membership and of Christianity in gen-
eral and be discouraged and pessimis-
tic. But another way to view it is this: 
“Look! Our mission field is only getting 
bigger! What an opportunity!”

Please affirm with me that Jesus Christ 
is still the light of the world (John 
8:12), and so are we (Matt. 5:14)! 
Individual congregations and individ-
ual church members have the Gospel, 
God’s power unto salvation for those 
who believe (Rom. 1:16). You, as one of 

More than 
NUMBERS

BAPTISMS AND CONFIRMATIONS

YEAR CHILDREN  YOUTH  ADULTS 
 BAPTIZED CONFIRMED CONFIRMED

2017 362 248 100

2016 305 196 107

South Dakota District
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Rev. Scott Sailer
District President 
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YOUTH EVENTS

During the five days of the 
Gathering, youth spend time 
together in God’s Word, 
worship, service and fellow-
ship with others from across 
the Synod. This event is 
organized by LCMS Youth 
Ministry.

For additional ways to con-
nect to LCMS Youth Min-
istry, please visit lcms.org/
youth.

Guiding Principles
Youth Gatherings:
▶  Proclaim the Lordship 

of Jesus Christ and God’s 
saving grace to His people 
through Christ. In this set-
ting, young people grow in 
their personal relationship 
with God and grow in their 
fellowship of Word and Sac-
rament in Christ’s Church.

▶  are a vehicle by which 
the Church reaches out to, 

Held every three years since 1980, the LCMS Youth 
Gathering provides thousands of youth and adults the 
opportunity to come together as a community of God’s 
people to learn more about Jesus Christ, the Christian 
faith and their Lutheran identity. 

cares for and affirms young 
people, both churched and 
unchurched.

▶  equiP youth and adults 
for ministry in a variety of 
settings in their congre-
gations, communities and 
world.

▶  affirm, equip and support 
adults who work with 
young people.

▶  celebrate the meaning of 
Christian joy in all of life’s 

situations.

▶  recognize and affirm the 
diversity of God’s people

▶  affirm, support and 
promote the ministry of 
LCMS districts and con-
gregations.

For more information, visit 
lcmsgathering.com, or in 
South Dakota contact DCE 
Lorien Petersen at lorien.
petersen@zionrc.org

“Concordia.” It literally means “with one 
heart” in Latin. The Church is unified 
around the confession of Jesus as our Lord 
and Savior like a congregation singing 
together in many different parts but 
singing the same song together in perfect 
harmony.

Concordia isn’t just a feeling that we are 
one. It’s not only something that we strive 
to have. We don’t sacrifice what we believe 
in order to be unified. True Concord is 
always centered around the confession of 
Christ and Him crucified!

God speaks. We receive His words into our 
ears. He gives our tongues the words to say 
to Him and to those around us. We repeat, 
together, His Words back to Him. We 
sing them, we confess them, all agreeing 
together, “with one heart and voice” our 
confession of Jesus!

In a world where youth are tempted to 
compromise, Higher Things is excited to 
plan its 2019 Conferences centered on the 
theme of the Church and Unity. They will 
be held at:
▶  Concordia University Nebraska  

June 24-27

▶  Concordia University St. Paul  
June 26-29

▶  Concordia University Chicago 
July 2-5

▶  Concordia University Wisconsin  
July 16-19

▶  Concordia University Irvine  
July 30-Aug. 2

Visit higherthings.org/conferences/ 
concordia2019, or in South Dakota con-
tact Rev. Randy Sturzenbecher at  
DSLCPastor@divineshep.org.

The mission of Higher 
Things is to assist parents, 
pastors, and congregations 
in cultivating a distinctively  
Lutheran identity among 
their youth and young 
adults.

2019 Conferences 
“THE WORD OF THE LORD ENDURES FOREVER” (1 PETER 1:25)
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Send submissions for the 
district supplement to:
Vonda Sturzenbecher

▶  vsturzenbecher@yahoo.com
 ▶  8605 Woodland Dr.; Black Hawk, SD 57718

The deadline for the April 2019 issue is Feb. 15.

MESSAGE  
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

ACCEPTED
▶  Rev. Matthew Resner, Immanuel/

St. Paul, Menno/Scotland, accepted 
the call from Zion, Moberly, Mo., 
Dec. 9.

PENDING
▶  Rev. Caleb Schewe, Our Savior’s/ 

Trinity, Wilmot/Corona, received a 
call to Zion, Chamberlain, Jan. 2.

DECLINED
▶  Rev. David Roth, Zion/Mount 

Calvary, Owensville/Belle, Mo., de-
clined the call as pastor to Concor-
dia/Immanuel, Cresbard/Wecota, 
Dec. 4.

▶  Rev. Matthew Ulmer, St. Paul, 
Bishop, Texas, declined the call as 
associate pastor to Zion, Rapid City, 
Dec. 9.

VACANCIES 
▶  Brandon, Blessed Redeemer  

(associate)

▶  Chamberlain, Zion
▶  Cresbard/Wecota, Concordia/ 

Immanuel
▶  Huron, Mount Calvary (associate)

▶  Leola, St. Paul
▶  Menno/Scotland, Immanuel/ 

St. Paul
▶  Presho/Reliance, Zion/Trinity
▶  Rapid City, Zion (associate)

▶  Sioux Falls, Memorial (associate)

▶  Sioux Falls, Zion (associate)

Call 
Information

His people led by His Word and Spirit, 
can share that Gospel winsomely, per-
sistently, wisely. Your faith can be active 
in loving deeds. Through you, God 
might connect someone else to Jesus 
and to His Body, the Church. And yes, 
your church’s statistics will reflect that 
addition. That additional number is 

Dr. Rebecca Schmidt, LCMS School Ministry director, and Lee Wagner, early 
childhood director at Immanuel Lutheran School, St. Charles, Mo., visited with 
the early childhood team of Sioux Falls Lutheran School (SFLS) on Friday, Dec. 7. 
The duo spent the day mentoring the SFLS early childhood team as the school 
prepares to double the size of its preschool next school year. They are pictured 
at the new SFLS site with Tia Esser, administrator, and Kristy Bridges, preschool 
director. From left, Schmidt, Esser, Wagner and Bridges.

very important because it’s more than a 
number — it’s a soul.

Numbers tell a story. Each number 
represents a soul for whom Christ died 
and rose. Every dollar represents an 
opportunity to reach out with the Good 
News of Christ.

Your servant in Christ,
Pastor Scott Sailer
Rom. 1:16, 16:25-27 … “not ashamed of the 
Gospel.”

Helping with growth
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LWML HILITES

With love from Lisa

Greetings from the Pierre Zone

Last fall when I attend-
ed the Sioux Falls Fall 
Rally, the mission 

speakers — Rev. Paul and 
Bonnie Haugen — shared 
about a new ministry 
called International 
Friends of Sioux Falls, in 
which English is taught to 
immigrants in the area. 

One of the students came 
to share of his experience and talked about 
understanding the way Americans speak. For 
instance, “I don’t care” is a term that many of us 
say. 

“What do you want for supper?” “I don’t care.” 

“What movie should we watch?” “I don’t care.” 

He said: “Why don’t you care … my people care.”

A song based on Ps. 55:22 I learned some years 
ago comes to mind. The lyrics are: “Cast your 
burdens, unto Jesus, for He cares for you.” 

Jesus loves you! He cares for you and about 
you! He called you His child on the day of your 
baptism. He forgives your sins and gives you 
the promise of eternal life, not because you did 
enough to earn it, but because of Jesus’ love and 
care for you on the cross. 

The 2019 Prayer Service, written by past 
LCMS Rocky Mountain District President Rev. 
Allen D. Anderson, is centered around the acro-
nym “CARES” and based on  
Ps. 94:17–19: 

“If the Lord had not been 
my help, my soul would 
soon have lived in the land 
of silence. 

When I thought, ‘My foot 
slips,’ your steadfast love,  
O Lord, held me up. 

When the cares of my heart are many, your 
consolations cheer my soul.”

You can find the prayer service at lwml.org/
prayer-service. I encourage you to use this ser-
vice at your meetings or in your zone. 

2019  
Prayer Service

As Structure Committee chairper-
son, one of my responsibilities is to 
encourage societies and zones to 
look at their current Bylaws and see 
if any changes are needed. If your 
Bylaws have not been updated in 
the past 10 years, I would highly 
encourage you to take some time 
and go through them. 

The Structure Committee is trying 
a new approach this biennium. As 
we receive revisions, each member of the committee will take the lead and 
look at the revisions and then will share it with the other two committee 
members. By doing this, we are hoping to have a faster turnaround on 
getting the revisions back to the societies/zones. 

Please don’t hesitate to send me an email at Mary.Stier@k12.sd.us if you 
have any questions. God’s blessings to you all.

Mary Jo Stier

Time for Bylaw review

Small but mighty — with the Lord’s help! When we hear this phrase, we 
may be led to remember the story of David and Goliath. Nothing could 
stop David, for he had the Lord of Heaven on His side.

Here in the center of the state, we too are small but mighty! And the Lord 
is on our side too. The Pierre Zone consists of just three active societies. 
We were in the not-too-distant past able to boast of six societies. Howev-
er, the flow of the population from rural to city has also taken its toll on 
our congregations, with several closing in our zone and along with them, 
their LWML societies. But we are still meeting as a zone for our Spring 
and Fall workshops, rallies and meetings. Trying to get the group together 
and choosing a date to meet is much easier with just three groups to work 
through the calendar of events. There is always something to be thankful 
for — even in small things. 

Last spring, we had our Spring Christian Growth workshop set for a Sun-
day afternoon in April — no need to worry about the weather, right? But 
God had other plans and we had to postpone the meeting for a week. Un-
fortunately, President Lisa was scheduled for the original date and could 
not make the alternate. However, this Fall she was able to attend our Fall 
Rally in Gettysburg and give us a special greeting and encouragement. 

Nick Hill shared his experience of ministering to the needs of the people 
of Cherry Creek in April and Heather Miller spoke on her recent mission 
trip to Guatemala this Fall. Both of these speakers helped us to under-
stand the desperate need for Jesus in the lives of people both near and far.

How exciting to be part of the LWML, which shares that wonderful love 
of Jesus with people throughout the world! Small but mighty — sort of 
sounds like our mites, too. And we all know what God does with those. 
Blessings from the Pierre Zone!

In Christ’s love,
Jan Larson, Pierre Zone President
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Lisa Asmus
LWML South Dakota 
District President
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LWML HILITES

COUNSELOR’S CORNER

At this time of 
the year, we are 
right in the middle 
of the Epiphany 
season. Epiphany 
is the Greek word 
for “manifestation” 
or “revealing.” 
What a wonderful 
time this is for us 
to celebrate the 
manifestation and 
revealing of Jesus 
the Son of God! 
Bookended by the Baptism of our Lord 
and Transfiguration, the church during 
Epiphany focuses on specific ways Jesus 
was revealed to be the Son of God made 
man for us so that He could take our 
sins away.

But February is also a significant month 
for the church in another way. Its most 
famous festival is St. Valentine’s Day. 
Though this day has largely become a 
secular holiday associated with roman-
tic expressions of love and indulging 
in candy, the church remembers St. 
Valentine the faithful Christian martyr. 
Although very little is known about 
him, one tradition says that on the day 

that he was martyred, he wrote a note 
of encouragement to a young girl who 
was grieving the prospect of his death. 
In fact, she was reportedly the daughter 
of his jailer. 

St. Valentine brought comfort to that 
girl because he knew that in His resur-
rection, Jesus has been revealed as the 
Son of God and demonstrated His vic-
tory over death and hell forever. We too 
who have been baptized into Jesus will 
taste that victory when Jesus returns to 
gather His elect from the four winds, 
from the ends of the earth to the ends 
of heaven.

Epiphany and Valentine’s Day really go 
together. By reflecting on the different 
ways Jesus has demonstrated Himself 
to be the very Son of God in the flesh, 
we also reflect on the reason that the 
Son of God became a human being like 
us. Jesus’ purpose in revealing Himself 
was to demonstrate His love for His 
fallen creation. He became a man so 
that He could love us to the end by dy-
ing on the cross for our sins and rising 
again on the third day to secure our 
own resurrection.

Jesus shows His love for us by coming 
to us and dwelling among us. It’s good 
for us to remember that in Jesus, God’s 
love became manifest in a concrete way. 
Jesus took on real flesh and blood. He 
really joined Himself to fallen man. 

Rev. Daniel 
Grimmer
LWML District  
Counselor

As we work to show His love to those 
around us, we too should strive to 
be present among them. Our South 
Dakota District executive committee 
has a goal to deliver our mission grant 
checks during this next biennium in 
person whenever possible, so that we 
can show the mercy of Jesus in a real 
and concrete way to broken sinners. So 
also, in the various projects we do in 
our zones and societies, we can look for 
ways to make the love of Jesus manifest 
in concrete ways to those we serve.

The revealing of christ

Preschool and Prekindergarten 
Karen/Hispanic Interpreters
Mount Calvary, Huron 
$5,000 (paid)
With a diverse population, commu-
nication is a difficulty. This grant 
will provide for interpreters of both 
languages, Karen and Hispanic, for 
school, conferences, home visits, 
activities and in writing letters and 
other communication.

MISSION  
GRANT  
SPOTLIGHT

Just a gentle reminder to all LWML 
societies: The end of the first year of our 
biennium (2018-20) will be March 15. 

All mites should be sent to me by then. 
Thank you.

Donna Harr
Financial Secretary

Mites due

It’s good for us to remember 
that in Jesus, God’s love 

became manifest in a concrete way. 
Jesus took on real flesh and blood. He 
really joined Himself to fallen man.”
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LUTHERANS FOR LIFE

First week: For unwed mothers, that the Lord provide them help with their 
unique challenges and that they faithfully fulfill their vocation as mother.

Second week: For unwed fathers, that the Lord provide them help with 
their unique challenges and that they faithfully fulfill their vocation as 
father.

Third week: For children who are separated from father or mother, or both, 
that they be provided with the parents they need.

Fourth week: For foster children, orphaned children, abandoned children 
and all children without a father and mother, that the Heavenly Father 
support and provide them with their daily bread.

The debate over life issues has reached a 
turning point. Many respected pro-abor-
tion scholars no longer refute that 
preborn babies are human lives. Instead, 
they reject the value of these lives, and 
the lives of other humans who cannot 
perform specific tasks, through a dan-
gerous ideology known as “personhood 
theory.” 

U. S. Sen. Mike Lee explained this theory 
well in a speech during March for Life. 
“According to this view,” he said, “human 
beings … gain the right to life when they 
gain … some level of cognitive ability 
and bodily development.” As Christians, 
we can clearly see this argument’s lies. 
God tells us in Is. 46:3b-4 that: “You 
have been borne by me from before your 
birth, carried from the womb; even to 
your old age I am he, and to gray hairs 
I will carry you.” Since God carries us 
through each state and stage of life, each 
person has extraordinary value.

Personhood theory often minimizes life’s 
value in the area of in vitro fertilization. 
Currently, at least 600,000 embryos are 
stored, frozen, in the United States, their 
chance at life decreased by those who 
claim they are not people. Many of them 
will eventually be disposed of and killed. 
However, Christians recognize that these 

babies are certainly creations of God, 
who cares about them from before their 
birth. 

Two such Christians are Tina and Benja-
min Gibson. They adopted an unchosen 
embryo, frozen for 25 years, through 
the National Embryo Donation Center 
last year. On Nov. 25, 2017, Tina Gibson 
gave birth to a healthy baby girl, Emma. 
She later told a local news outlet that 
Emma’s life is “a gift from the Lord.” The 
Gibsons recognized the value of Emma’s 
life as a creation of God, even when the 
world around them said she was not a 
person. God creates and cares for every 
life, even before birth.

However, it is not only the unborn 
who are denied personhood by pro-
ponents of this theory. According to 
some, personhood requires the ability 
to communicate and reason, denying 
the status to those with disabilities. One 
such person is Lilie Babb, a 7-year-old 
girl who attends my family’s church. 
She was diagnosed at 7 months old with 
Pallister-Killian Syndrome (PKS), a 
rare condition caused by an extra copy 
of the 12th chromosome. PKS causes 
low muscle tone, slow vision process-
ing, sensory processing disorder and 
hearing impairment. Additionally, Lilie 
is nonverbal. Despite ideas that would 
claim Lilie is less than a person because 
of her diagnosis, the value of her life as a 
creation of God is always on display. Her 
mother said in an email interview that 
“There is no doubt that God has a pur-
pose and reason for making Lilie exactly 

like He has.” At church, Lilie is loved by 
all who know her as someone that, just 
like them, is cared for by a God who will 
carry her throughout her life.

The final group often denied person-
hood are those in their final days of life. 
Recently, European nations have begun 
using euthanasia not only to supposedly 
provide “dignified deaths,” but also to 
eliminate those who they deem unwor-
thy of life. 

Perhaps the most chilling example 
of this is that of a 74-year-old Dutch 
woman with dementia, killed in 2016. 
The woman had, prior to her illness, re-
quested to die if stricken with dementia. 
However, her request was ambiguous, 
and never clarified. Physicians, on the 
basis that the woman was suffering 
“unbearably,” prepared a lethal injection 
which she could not agree to. In the 
end, the woman had to be held down in 
order to be injected and killed. Her right 
to live was overcome by laws allowing 
others to take it from her. Although this 
woman was suffering, she was still a life 
treasured and valued by the God who 
created her and was with her “even to 
her old age.”

Contrary to the lies of personhood 
theory, which claim that the value of a 
person’s life can change based on their 
age or abilities, it is clear that from con-
ception to old age, every human being is 
created and loved by God. Mal. 3:6 says: 
“I the Lord do not change; therefore 
you shall not be consumed.”

In the God who created all people with 
immeasurable value and sent Jesus to 
save and redeem them, we know that 
from age to age, He and His value for 
every life are the same.

From Age to Age the Same
The following was written by 
Abigail Wagner of St. Louis, Mo., 
who won first place in grades 9-12 
of the 2018 Lutherans For Life 
national essay contest. 

If you are in a crisis situa-
tion, have had an abortion, 
are pregnant right now, or 
have been hurt by someone, 
you will find help at Word 
of Hope — 888.217.8679 or 
info@word-of-hope.org.

Word of Hope 
can help

February prayers 
for mercy



FEBRUARY 2019  /  7

RURAL & SMALL TOWN MISSION

Immersed in rural life
Cows, hogs, trucks, dirt, tractors, 

mud — all things we would expect 
to find on the farm. But what about 
high-tech computers, global positioning 
devices and industrial cheese making 
equipment? Participants of the LCMS 
Rural & Small Town Mission’s (RSTM) 
latest Rural Seminarian Immersion 
experienced all this and more, including 
conversation with a lot of faithful folks 
and great food. On the heels of our 2018 
national conference, LCMS RSTM was 
privileged to host our third immersion 
event in partnership with Concordia 
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind. 
We find that holding these events is 
especially important for the benefit of 
those who will be serving in rural and 
small-town congregations.

As you might know, more than 50 
percent of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod is made up of rural 
and small-town congregations. Each 
year at the Call Day services at both our 
seminaries, an average of 50 percent of 
the new calls are issued to men to serve 
in these congregations. Most of those 
called to serve do not have a background 
in rural and small towns; they are 
typically from more urban and suburban 
areas. To be sure, they are trained well 
by our seminaries to proclaim God’s 
Word, administer His Sacraments, 
teach, care and serve. Yet we have found 
that because of the “culture shock,” 
these men often struggle to make the 
transition to RSTM or they simply don’t 
last that long in these congregations.

Additionally, many of these 
congregations come to see themselves 
as just a “first call” or less important 
than other, bigger congregations with 
“more to offer.” This simply isn’t and 
shouldn’t be the case. We at RSTM are 
endeavoring to break that cycle through 
these immersions as well as other 
training events. We want congregations 
to know and understand that they have 
a vital role to play in the Kingdom of 
God. Likewise, we want these men 

By Rev. Todd Kollbaum, director,  
LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission
LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission supports and 
encourages rural and small-town congregations in engaging 
their communities and growing together in Christ through 
Word and Sacrament. Learn more about RSTM at lcms.
org/rstm or by calling 888-463-5127. “Like” RSTM on its 
Facebook page: facebook.com/lcmsrstm 

Reaching Rural
America for Christ

serving them to think of their new rural 
and small-town call much like C.F.W. 
Walther describes it when he said:

“When a place has been assigned to 
a Lutheran candidate of theology 
where he is to discharge the office 
of a Lutheran minister, that place 
ought to be to him the dearest, most 
beautiful, and most precious spot 
on earth. He should be unwilling 
to exchange it for a kingdom. 
Whether it is in a metropolis or 
in a small town, on a bleak prairie 
or in a clearing in the forest, in a 
flourishing settlement or in a desert, 
to him it should be a miniature 
paradise. Do not the blessed angels 
descend from heaven with great 
joy whenever the Father in heaven 
sends them to minister to those who 
are to be heirs of salvation? Why, 
then, should we poor sinners be 

unwilling to hurry after them with 
great joy to any place where we can 
lead other men, our fellow-sinners, 
to salvation?” (Twentieth Evening 
Lecture) 

Imagine if pastor and parish together 
considered this ministry a great joy 
and were more than willing to “hurry 
after them with great joy.” This is why 
we spend time doing things like our 
seminarian immersion. It is through 
events such as this that we are able to 
focus on those subjects, which can help 
future pastors (and even current ones) 
decrease the learning curve and hit the 
ground running. While we won’t 
make them agriculture experts, 
we hope to expose them to those 
that are so that they may gain 
an understanding of how things 
work in rural and small-town 
areas and how that affects the 
congregation’s life together. 
Through visits to working farms and 
dairies, we learn how agriculture has 
transformed over the years and what it 
takes to make it in that world. We see for 
ourselves the high-tech equipment and 
how it has changed the face of farming.

In order to better understand leadership 
in town and country, we visited with 
agriculture industry leaders, local 
volunteer firemen, bank presidents 
and business owners. We learned 
about parish life from pastors of larger 
and smaller congregations and from 
those who shepherd in congregational 
partnerships. We talked to school 
leadership about what that dynamic 
means for the congregations. We 
worshiped, we ate, we prayed and we 
learned, all in an effort to better serve 
the rural and small-town congregations 
of the LCMS.

STRONG FAITH, FERVENT LOVE
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Rev. Levi Willms was installed as 
associate pastor of St. John’s, Yankton, 
on Dec. 9. Rev. Tim Rynearson, pastor 
of Peace, Brookings, and Redeemer, 
Flandreau, and district second vice-
president, served as the installer and 
preacher. 

Levi’s first call was to Faith, Pierre, 
as assistant pastor (2006-11). He has 
served as pastor of Bethany, Kaukauna, 
Wis., since 2011. He joins Rev. Steve 
Weispfennig (senior pastor) and Josh 
Schmidt (DCE) on St. John’s ministry 
staff. Levi and his wife, Jessica, have 
five children: Adalyn, 11, Carsten, 9, 
Clara, 7, Elise, 4, and Caleb, 2.

From left, (front row) Revs. Willms, Weispfennig; (middle row) Paul Warner (Emeritus, 
Alcester), Paul Albers (Concordia, Vermillion), Brent Keller (Peace, Alcester), Jacob Bobby 
(First Trinity, Bloomfield, Neb.); (back row) James Mueller (emeritus, Yankton), Rynear-
son and Ken Johnson (Zion/ Our Savior, Avon/Springfield).

Blessings in  
YANKTON

In 2013, the South Dakota District 
Board of Directors established the Pres-
ident’s Mercy Fund to help ordained 
and commissioned workers serving in 
the district who are experiencing severe 
financial need.

Most district congregations and schools 
are providing salaries and benefits 
packages that are in accord with the 
district salary guidelines. As such, most 
pastors and teachers are able to enjoy 
a lifestyle which includes not only the 
basic necessities of life and care, but 
also some degree of comfort and the 
ability to partake in various activities 
of recreation, entertainment and other 
amenities. From time to time, however, 
church workers may experience extraor-
dinary or catastrophic circumstances 
that require resources beyond which 
are covered by their salaries, benefits 
and savings. Such circumstances may 
include an extremely serious health 
condition, accident or other circum-
stance experienced by the worker or a 
family member.

Typically, when such an extraordinary 
or circumstance occurs, the work-

er will contact the district office to 
inquire about resources or assistance 
that may be available. Such resources 
may include rather minimal financial 
assistance for professional workers set 
aside in the district Work Program. The 
worker may also be advised of special 
assistance through Concordia Plan 
Services, Synod’s Soldiers and Veterans 
of the Cross program, Lutheran Social 
Services’ Consumer Credit Counseling 
agency, or others. The worker may also 
be encouraged to ask the congregation 
to sponsor a fundraiser for him or her, 
using the assistance from Thrivent 
Financial or some other organization. 
Oftentimes, through the connection 
between the worker and the various re-
sources available, some type of workable 
— if not ideal — solution is achieved.

There are times, however, when the 
circumstances of the situation do not 
easily “fit” the requirements of the vari-

ous agencies or when the worker’s needs 
exceed the resources that are available. 

We look to the Scriptural example 
of Jesus who looked with mercy (or 
“compassion” or “pity”) upon people 
who were experiencing extraordinary 
circumstances in their lives and then 
responded by feeding them, or healing 
them or their loved ones, or casting out 
demons, or other acts of mercy (Matt. 
9:27, 9:35, 14:14, 15:21, 15:32, 17:14, 
20:29). In addition, we are reminded 
of our Synod’s threefold emphasis of 
Witness, Mercy, Life Together.

Support of our church workers, by way 
of this fund, is one way that we who 
have been shown mercy by Jesus can, 
in turn, show mercy to others. This is 
where you come in. This fund depends 
on special gifts from individuals, groups 
and congregations (but does not draw 
from the mission commitments made 
by congregations to the district). Will 
you please prayerfully consider making 
a gift sometime soon?

Gifts to the President’s Mercy Fund can 
be sent to The LCMS South Dakota Dis-
trict, 3501 S. Gateway Blvd.; Sioux Falls, 
SD 57106-1557. Please make checks 
payable to The South Dakota District, 
with the notation “President’s Mercy 
Fund.” Thank you!
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